[image: Kitemarks_active]         Parkend Primary School
           Newsletter
☏ 01594 562407
admin@parkend.gloucs.sch.uk
www.parkend.forestschools.net
___________________________________________________________________________
Friday, 27th January, 2012

Dear Parents

It has been wonderful seeing Parkend pupils and the school featured in the local press recently.  We have made the front page in both the Citizen and The Review.  Please watch out for further releases about the Christmas card design winners in the Forester and possibly The Review next week.

Start of the Day
Please can I ask you again for your support in getting the school day off to an effective start.  All children need to be in school by 9am.  The children must gather on the playground (not before 8.50am) and go through the door that leads off from the playground.  The main entrance door is only to be used if your child is late and the playground door has been locked.
I am beginning to keep a register of the names of the children who are persistently late and are being let through the main entrance.  We also would like parental support to improve children’s independence by saying goodbye to the children on the playground before they go in at 9am.  Thank you.

Day for Change – UNICEF
Parkend School will be joining in with National non-uniform day to support UNICEF (United Nations International Children’s fund) on Friday, 3rd February.
The children are asked to come to school in sensible non uniform clothes and donate a minimum of 50p.  This year UNICEF is supporting sports development for children in Uganda.

Health 4 Schools
Parkend Primary school has been accepted on to the second part of the Health 4 Schools project.  The four areas covered in the project are Improving school grounds, recycling, water conservation and reducing energy usage.
We have been given £2,000 to help us to deliver these key areas.  Much of the learning will be linked into the curriculum and we will be receiving external support to deliver these areas.
Help with Fence
Rob Freeman (Forest Products), has donated the materials to re-erect the fence around the school garden. Many thanks to Rob for this kind donation, this is much appreciated.  Also, Kate and Buzz Bezani have kindly offered to erect the new fence.  Our grateful thanks also go to them for this offer.  They would appreciate some help with the installation, perhaps some time during a weekend.  Please contact Kate and Buzz on 563687 if you are able to help them.  

RSPB
The children of both classes worked with the RSPB this week.  The workshops looked at mammals and how we can help mini-beasts in the school grounds.

Let’s Get Cooking!
Parkend Primary has this week become an associate member of the Let’s Get Cooking Club.  I have secured some funding to help support the delivery of an after-school cooking club which will also support our work on Healthy Schools.  If you are interested in helping us to run this club, please fill in the slip below.  I hope the club will be able to run after the half-term holiday.

Collaborative events
The pupils of Parkend and Lydbrook will be attending a Science workshop at Haberdashers’ School, Monmouth (Y5 and Y6) and a concert at the Symphony Hall, Birmingham before the half term holiday.  Details will be sent out next week.

Dickens Tea Party
As part of their curriculum theme on The Victorians, the children in Class Two will be invited to a tea party on Tuesday, 7th February to celebrate the birthday of Charles Dickens.  Invitations will be sent out next week.

Chinese New Year
The children of Class One reported back to the rest of the school and parents at the family assembly yesterday on their learning about China and the Chinese New Year.  They obviously enjoyed this topic and presented the information well.
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Snow Closure reminder
As we are still not out of the winter season, this is a reminder of the procedure that takes place if the school has to be closed due to hazardous weather conditions.
Every effort will be made to reach the decision to stay open or closed by 7.00.am. This will be based on; 
· road conditions
· the ability of staff/pupils to get into school
· the safety /conditions in the building, given the weather
· the likelihood of weather becoming even worse during the day. 
If you are in any doubt because of weather conditions, please check the Gloucestershire County Council’s website for school closures at http://www.glosclosedschools.com
The local Radio Stations collect information from the ‘Closed Schools’ website and announce closures frequently throughout the morning.  These can be heard on Radio Gloucestershire 104.7Fm/1413Am or Radio Gloucestershire 102.4 to 103Fm.   

Guitar Club
Mrs Leach has offered to start a Guitar Club for Class Two pupils.  The Club will run on a Tuesday afternoon, 3pm until 3.30pm and your child will need to bring their own guitar.  It will start next Tuesday, 31st January.  If you are child is interested, please complete the permission slip and return to school on Monday.  Many thanks.

Television free to collect
We have a large old television which we no longer use.  The television is pre. Flat screen.
If anyone would like to have it, please let Mrs Wakefield know.  It will have to be collected.  If we do not have any interest by the end of next week, we will then dispose of it.



Yours sincerely

Mr S.Lusted
Executive Head Teacher






Guitar Club

Name of Child _________________________________

I give permission for my child to join the Guitar Club.

Signed ______________________________________  Parent/Carer






-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Let’s Get Cooking

Name ___________________________

Yes, I am interested in running or helping with the Let’s Get Cooking Club.

Signed __________________________  Date ___________________




_____________________________________________________________________


Diary Dates

	02/02/2012
	Mr McNaughton, King’s School, Gloucester, present during Thursday 2.30pm Assembly.  All welcome.

	03/02/2012
	UNICEF Day for Change.  Non uniform day

	06/02/2012
	Y4,5 & 6 to Symphony Hall, Birmingham.

	07/02/2012
	Charles Dicken’s Tea Party (Class Two)

	08/02/2012
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Class Two to Science Theatre, Haberdashers. Collaborative event.  Year 5 and 6

	10/02/2012
	Break up for half term holiday

	20/02/2012
	Return to school after half term holiday
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