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         Parkend Primary School

           Newsletter

☏ 01594 562407

admin@parkend.gloucs.sch.uk
www.parkend.forestschools.net
___________________________________________________________________

Thursday, 8th September 2011
Dates for your Diary

	20/09/2011
	Whole School Photograph

	24-28/10/2011
	Half Term

	31/10/2011
	Inset Day – School closed to pupils

	02/11/2011
	School Portrait photographs from 1pm


Dear Parents

Welcome back to the new academic year.  I hope you and your families have had a good break during the holidays.  The children have returned to school full of enthusiasm and look very smart.

Parkend Carnival

It was wonderful to see so many Parkend pupils on the ‘Road Dahl’ float at the carnival on Bank Holiday Monday.  Thank you to Cathy Selwyn and the ‘Friends’ for organising this.  The float was judged second place and prize money will go to the school funds.

School Development Plan (SDP)

The Governors, Friends Committee and Staff met on Friday, 2nd September to discuss ‘Where do we want the school to be in three years time’.  Many excellent ideas were generated and these will be made available to you when the SDP is finalised.  The new School Council’s ideas will also be very much taken into consideration.
Water bottles

A free water bottle has been issued to all children to start the new academic year.  These are being paid for through our ‘Healthy School’ budget.  We ask that the children look after their bottles and bring them home on a Friday for a good wash!  It is important they return on a Monday.  Replacements are available for £1.

Healthy Schools Award

The school has been notified that we continue to meet the national standards as a Healthy School and has been recognised through a ‘Healthy Schools Plus’ award on our ongoing commitment to improving the health and well being of the school community.  My thanks go to Mrs Lewis for completing all the necessary paperwork to ensure this award could be presented.
Family Assembly

Starting from Thursday, 15th September parents are invited to join us at 2.30pm for a Celebratory Assembly.  Some children will receive a certificate reflecting success in their learning and parents will be informed if their child is receiving one at the beginning of the week.  There will no longer be prizes linked to these certificates.   In this assembly we will reflect on the week and celebrate birthdays too.  If your child has achieved something from outside the school, these can also be brought in to share.  We hope you may be able to join us.
School Council

Our new School Council was elected by Class Two pupils at the end of last term.  Many congratulations to Saffron Summers, Emily Dalrymple, Harley Summers, Phoebe Huxtep, Molly Large, Zak Harrison, Maddie Francis and Kai Powell.  I very much look forward to their contributions.
Jewellery/Ear-rings

It is important children come to school without unnecessary jewellery and earrings.  Earrings should be studs or small hoops and have to be removed for all PE sessions.  This needs to be managed by the child.  If your child has earrings and cannot manage them, it is best to remove them before coming to school.  Thank you for your support in this matter.

Uniform

Please can you provide your child with the preferred PE uniform which is green or black PE shorts with the gold Parkend T shirt.  You can order uniform on line at www.stparent.co.uk  
Hooded sweatshirts will no longer be available for purchase.
Free Parent Courses

We have been asked by Kate Newell, Specialist Family Nurse for Lydney Cluster of schools, to bring the following courses to your attention.

What’s-On in the Autumn Term 2011 for The Lydney Cluster (TLC)?

	Day
	Activity
	Time
	Where
	Crèche available?
	Start date

	Tuesday
	IT/Computers

(6 weeks)
	9.30 – 11.30
	Severnbanks School
	Yes  - limited places ages 1-3
	13th Sept 2011

	Tuesday


	Arty Crafts
	1.00 – 3.00
	Forest School

Severnbanks School
	No


	13th Sept 2011

	Thursday
	Parent Support Group
	1.00-2.45

‘Drop-in’
	Lydney Health Centre
	No
	15th Sept 2011

	Thursday
	Change4Life

Exercise for parents and children
	3.15 – 4.15
	Gym – Severnbanks School
	No
	15th Sept 2011

	Tuesday
	How to Raise Your 

Self-Esteem

(6 weeks)
	9.30 – 11.30
	Severnbanks School
	No
	1st  Nov 2011
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For more information please ring Kate on 842789  Places limited on courses – please contact Kate if interested.  Crèche spaces limited (for children aged 1-3)

Inset

The next staff training day has had to be changed from Friday, 21st October to Monday, 31st October.  The school will be closed to pupils on this day.

Gloucestershire Theatre Arts Academy

Matt Reed runs a group called Gloucestershire Theatre Arts.  They run performance based theatre academies for young people in Gloucestershire. Their termly fees are £48. 
They will be performing The Wizard of Oz at the Gloucester Guildhall this December.
If you are interested in your child joining the group, please contact;
Matt Reed-King, Gloucestershire Theatre Arts Theatre for all young people in Gloucestershire.  matt@gloucestershiretheatrearts.co.uk 01452 762746/
07834770130
School Photographs

The photographer will be taking a ‘whole school photograph’ on Tuesday, September 20th.  The individual portraits will be taken on Wednesday, 2nd November starting at 1pm.  Details to follow nearer the time.  This is a change to our usual arrangement, enabling the portraits to be given for Christmas presents if required.

Yours sincerely

Mr S. Lusted

Executive Headteacher

